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ABSTRACT  
Several studies have shown that debate is good for teaching the students’ critical thinking and English speaking 
or oral skill. In view of its importance, the author presents a Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate to be 
implemented in teaching and learning process especially to improve the students’ critical thinking and speaking 
ability. Apre-test and post-testquasi-experimental study involving both experimental and control group design 
is employed to measure to what extent the Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate is effective in improving the 
students’ critical thinking and English speaking ability of the eleventh graders of MAN 3 Blitar in Academic 
Year 2020/2021. In addition, parametric t-tests was carried to find out the significance different score between 
experimental and control group that indicates the effectiveness of the method.The current study reveals that 
dealing with the speaking ability, the control group got the mean score of 13.97 while the experimental group 
achieved the mean score of 15.10. Further, dealing with the critical thinking ability, the mean score gained by the 
control group was 16.33, while the experimental group achieved the mean score of 17.53. The result of the 
inferential statistics showed that P value or significance value was smaller than A (0.05). It indicated that the 
null hypothesis stating that there is no difference between the control group and the experimental group was 
rejected. On the contrary, the alternative hypothesis stating that there is difference between the control group 
and the experimental group was accepted.Considering the differences of the mean scores of both groups, it can be 
concluded that that the Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate is effective in teaching the English speaking 
ability and in promoting the students’ critical thinking. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Today the importance of communicative skill cannot be separated from the students’ 
learning objectives. This statement is in line with the policy of Ministry of Education (2006) 
dealing with the formulation of the pedagogical objectives of teaching English for Senior 
High Schools. The first goal is toachieve the communicative competence in writing and 
speaking classes. The second goal is stimulating the students’ awareness of the role of 
English as a global citizen language. The third goal is to improve the students’ awareness 
and understanding on the relationship between English language and its native speakers’ 
culture.Referring to those teaching and learning goals, many teaching methods have been 
developed and prescribed. 

In teaching English speaking skill, debate which is popular among the university 
students abroad has been viewed as an effective learning and teaching activity to promote 
critical thinking skills through the live group discussion, pursuing argumentation, and 
analytical problem solving activities. Susaniyah (2015) confirms that English debating is 
considered an effective pedagogical technique in any subject matters because debating 
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stimulatesthe involved participants to be more actively immersed and be responsible in 
involving themselves in the debating process. Consequently, in debating process the 
students may develop not only their listening and speaking skills but also their motivation or 
enthusiasm in speaking. Further,Hasibuan and Batubara (2012) convince us that debate is a 
promising learning activity since it allows students freely discuss with their partners and 
connect to each other when they learn the subject of the issues. 

Debate turns to present many beneficial impactswhen it is applied in the classroom 
teaching and learning process as being proven by Sarah (2015) revealing that during 
debating activities, the students conduct inquiries or research in the debating matters. In 
turns, the students read more and more texts discussing the debating issues in order that 
they are able to develop proper arguments. As the result, debating activities 
simultaneouslyincrease their English vocabulary and critical thinking skills.Further, the 
students will get accustomed to think critically on the living issues which exist around 
theircircles.  
 As the theory concerns, debate is classified into several types of techniques. They are 
the British Parliamentary Debate, the Asian Parliamentary Debate, the Australian 
Parliamentary Debate, and common debate in general. In the current study, the researcher 
focuses on investigating the impact of the modified Asian Parliamentary Debate. The 
modification is intended to make it easier to implement at senior high school level. In 
addition, it also makes the students easier to adapt with their priorspeaking skills.The 
Modified Asian Parliamentary debate is run by two teamsdivided into the government team 
and the opposition team. These two teams are debating on a single issue or single motion 
which is started in an affirmative statement. The statement may begin with "This House". 
The government team starts the debate by proposing a motionfor example "This House 
would allow the use of drug for medication”. Another example is “This House Believes that 
allowing LGBT will harm the social construction”, etc. The modification made in this study is 
in the form of the duration of speech delivered by each speaker in the two teams. Normally 
the duration for each speakerin each team is 7 minutes 20 seconds. In this modified Asian 
Parliamentary Debate, the speech duration isreduced into 5 minutes.This time allocation is 
considered sufficient to identify and assess the students’ critical stand or argumentation. The 
time allocation for the reply speaker (replier) is 3 minutes. After employing the modified 
Asian Parliamentary debate, theeleventh graders of senior high school are believed to 
develop not only their critical thinking but also their English speaking ability. 
 Although many previous studies have extensively investigate the impact of debate on 
the students’ speaking ability, but not many study investigates the influence of the  modified 
Asian Parliamentary Debate strategy. This type of debatehas been modified to meet the need 
of the senior high school students. Therefore, to what extent this modified debate influence 
both the students’ critical thinkingand theirspeaking ability needs further investigation. 
Hereby, the current study is driven to reveal how this debate technique improves the 
eleventh graders’  speaking ability which is considered as one of themost important English 
skillstogether with the critical thinking skills at the senior high school level by applying 
themodified Asian Parliamentary Debate strategy. 
 Debate is not only mutual and bi-flow discussion, rather, it is a two-way interaction 
which make the participants employ the critical thinking phases that support the arguments 
proposed by each of the debater (Rybold, 2006). Debatersperform as critical thinkers when 
they learn to argue and defend their arguments, modify their mind due to the arguments 
they heard, try to understand the opposite argumentation which occurs whenever the other 
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debaters communicate their stands to influence other people beliefs or behavior. By this 
definition, it’s crystal clear that the students will learn how to speak English well and how to 
think critically about the occurring social phenomena. Hereby, the Modified Asian 
Parliamentary Debate is chosen as treatment or teaching method in this study. 
 
METHOD  

In this study, a quasi-experimental design was applied with a pre-test and a post-test 
of each skill to find out whether or not Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate is effective to 
be used in teaching the students’ critical thinking and English speaking ability. The teaching 
scenario consisted six meetings for each class. So the total meeting for experimental and 
control group was 12 meetings. Before giving treatment, a pre-test to measure the students’ 
prior knowledge and speaking ability was administered. After conducting the pre-test to 
both the experimental and the control group, the researcher gave treatment using Modified 
Asian Parliamentary Debate to the experimental group. The students in experimental group 
applied Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate which was piloted before the experiment with 
different motions.  

The research was conducted with eleventh grade students which were XI Science 1 
and XI Social 1 in MAN 3 Blitar (n = 60). They came from bilingual classes for eleventh grade 
in MAN 3 Blitar. They were viewed as students who have the same level of capability, 
understanding, and the same English materials and method taught. To fulfill the 
requirement of experimental study which consists of experimental and control group, the 
researcher chose XI Science 1 as the experimental class and XI Social 1 as control class. The 
experimental class received Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate treatment, while another 
one was taught by using conventional method. The experimental class got two treatments by 
different motions.  

The instruments used in this study were pre-test and post-test. Both experimental 
and control class got pre-test for critical thinking and speaking ability to know their prior 
knowledge and ability. Then after the treatment and conventional teaching, both classes also 
got post-test for those two abilities. For critical thinking, the researcher asked the students to 
write argumentative essay for certain topic. While for speaking, the researcher asked the 
students to speak their argument towards critical issues. To assess the critical thinking 
ability, the researcher adapted NEIU’s Critical Thinking Rubric. To assess the speaking 
ability, the researcher adapted SOLOM (Student Oral Language Observation Matrix). 

The study involved taking two bilingual classes of eleventh graders, with one group 
as control, and another one as the experimental group receiving Modified Asian 
Parliamentary Debate treatments. The students’ level of critical thinking and speaking ability 
was measured before and after the treatments to determine any change made as result of that 
treatment they experienced. To maintain the objectivity, the pre-tests and post-tests were 
scored by the researcher and second rater. Their scores were also measured for the 
correlation. 

An experimental study was employed in this study. In the quantitative approach of 
this study. A quasi-experimental design was used. There were two classes, experimental and 
control. To analyze the scores of pre-test and post-test, the researcher used Statistical Package 
for Social Sciences (SPSS) by using t-Test. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
FINDINGS 

The data for the current study were collected from the pre-test and post-test ofthe 
critical thinking and the speaking ability. To analyze those scores, the researcher used t-Test 
using SPSS since the data had normal distribution.  
 Sixty eleventh grade students from experimental and control class took the critical 
thinking test by writing down argumentative essays toward critical issues, the score of post-
test after treatment and conventional teaching varied from 8 to 22 out of 25. 
 

Table 1:Descriptive Statistics; Critical Thinking 
CT Min. Max. Mean Std. Deviation 
XI Science 1 8 21 17.30 3.456 
XI Social 1 13 22 16.33 2.510 
 
 

Table 2: Descriptive Statistics; Speaking Ability 
SA Min. Max. Mean Std. Deviation 
XI Science 1 12 20 15.16 1.936 
XI Social 1 10 20 13.97 3.034 
 
 Those results showed that there is significant difference between the experimental 
and the control groups’ meanscores on the gained scores of the critical thinking and the 
speaking ability. The experimental class which was treated using the Modified Asian 
Parliamentary Debate got higher score than the control class which was taught using the 
conventional method. This finding indicates that the treatment given to the experimental 
group was effective to improve theeleventh grade students’critical thinking and English 
speaking ability. 
 
DISCUSSION 

The current study revealed that the modified Asian Parliamentary debate is effective 
to teach both the students’ speaking skill and their critical thinking ability. This finding 
present new paradigm in ELT in Indonesia specifically at senior high schools. It proves that 
the teaching of speaking skill can be integrated with the teaching of thinking skills. 
Therefore, the students will not only benefit from the speaking teaching and activities but 
also from the critical thinking activities when debate is employed. 

The finding of this study convincingly support the other previous studies on the 
benefit of debate. Majidi et.al (2021) claim that debate at the classroom may improve the 
students speaking ability as well as their argumentation ability either orally or written. The 
use of debate in English instruction is not limited to English as native language. The students 
of non-native turn to benefit from the use of debate in instruction. As the result, at the 
English class in Indonesian high schools, the students may start to be introduced the use of 
debate, one of which style is the modified Asian Parliamentary debate. 

Similar finding is shown by Cole et.al (2020) stating that the learners welcome the use 
of debate in their instruction since they take some benefit. The benefit the students may get is 
not only improving their critical thinking but also improving the ability to analyze the 
theories which lead to providing the way out to medical problems. In other words, the 
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employment of debate may improve the eleventh grade students’ critical thinking, reading 
skills, and problem solving. 

The current study also supports the idea that an active teaching method engaging 
students in peer team-working to argue an issue from various perspectives will improve the 
students’ learning interest and their critical thinking (Hamouda&Tarlochan, 2015). In a class 
where less mathematics is involved, a class debate seems to make the students active. They 
employ a class debate in which the learning material is handed in a couple of week before. 
Then, the debate team is made. The job of the team is to construct higher order questions and 
have debate on them. 

To sum up, the effectiveness of a structured debate used as a teaching method at the 
classroom has been summarized by Ayala et.al (2021) in their article review. They come to 
the conclusion that debate especially the structured debate may be a promising teaching 
method in future since according to 14 studies they have reviewed, it may enhance the 
students’ learning such as improving the declarative and argumentative capacity. Even, it 
may improve the students’ self-judgment on both ideal and realistic morality.     
 
CONCLUSION 

To sum up, referring to the hypothesis testing analysis, it can be identified that the null 
hypothesis (H0) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. Looking at the mean 
scores, before the treatment using the Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate, the students’ 
mean scores on both the speaking ability and the critical thinking was moderately low. After 
the treatment using the Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate, the students’ mean scores on 
both the speaking ability and the critical thinking was improving. The experimental group 
gains higher mean scores than the control group which was treated using the conventional 
teaching method in both the speaking and the critical thinking ability. Finally, it can be said 
that the Modified Asian Parliamentary Debate is effective to be employed as a teaching 
method to improve both the English speaking and the critical thinking skills especially for the 
eleventh graders of senior high schools. The finding of the study also confirms that integrating 
speaking and critical thinking in English classes can be made possible and turns out to give 
benefits to the students. The senior high school students get improvement on their English 
speaking ability and their critical thinking skills when teachers are employing a teaching 
method involving debating activities in English classes.     
 
 
REFERENCES  
Aclan,E.M.2015.ExploringParliamentaryDebateas aPedagogical Toolto 

DevelopEnglishCommunicationSkillsinEFL/ESL Classrooms.InternationalJournal of 
Applied Linguistics&English Literature. 4. 

Ayala, et.al. 2020.The use of structured debate as a teaching strategy among undergraduate nursing 
students: A systematic review. Nurse Education Today, 98. 104766. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nedt.2021.104766 

Brown,H.Dougals.2000.PrincipleofLanguageLearningAndTeaching.New York: Pearson 
EducationLtd. 

Cole et.al. 2020. Self-Directed, Higher-Level Learning through Journal Club Debates.Health 
Profession Education, 6, 594-604. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hpe.2020.05.007.  



- 82 - 

Dewi.L.G.T.P.2016.ThePracticeofUniversity StudentDebateHeld by VALIANT(EnglishDebate 
Association)in State Universityof Malang. Skripsi. Malang: Program 
SarjanaStateUniversityof Malang. 

Hamouda, A.M.S, and Tarlochan, F. 2015. Engaging Engineering Students in Active Learning 
and Critical Thinking through Class Debates. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 
191. 990 – 995. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.04.379  

Iman,J.N.2017.DebateInstructioninEFLClassroom:ImpactsontheCritical Thinkingand SpeakingSkill. 
International Journal ofInstruction. 10. 

Majidi, et.al. 2020. The effects of in-class debates on argumentation skills in second language 
education. System, 101. 102576. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2021.102576 

Muijs, Daniel. 2004. Doing Quantitative ResearchinEducationwithSPSS. London: 
SagePublication. 

 
 


	00 Table Content of Proceeding
	01 Keynote 1 Uzlifatul Masruroh-Fullpaper IAIN Po
	SCAFFOLDING ON CREATIVE WRITING:
	FEASIBLE ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS
	Creative writing has been an extraordinary issues to facilitate students in producing a piece of writing. Since writing in foreign language is sort of challenging activities for L2 learners, scaffolding becomes far-reaching activities to do.  This pap...
	INTRODUCTION
	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION

	02 edited Septian eka pratiwi
	THE MANAGEMENT OF DEVELOPING ENGLISH LANGUAGE CURRICULUM AT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL OF AZMANIA PONOROGO
	INTRODUCTION
	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION

	03 THE CORRELATION BETWEEN STUDENTS’ ATTITUDE IN ONLINE LEARNING AND THEIR ENGLISH ACHIEVEMENT AT MTSN 3 PONOROGO - DYAH AYU K
	04 Universitas Mathla’ul Anwar Banten_Isma Humaeroh
	UTILIZING YOUTUBE APPLICATION IN ENHANCING LISTENING SKILLS FOR STUDENTS OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL
	INTRODUCTION
	The first previous related study was conducted by Afifah Nur Amalia (2019), and  entitled The Effect of Using Audio Visual Aids on Students Listening Skill; A Quasi- Experimental Study at the Tenth Grade of MAN 2 Kota Bogor. The instrument of this res...
	The second previous related study was conducted by Astari Maylani (2019), the entitled The Effect of Using Animation Video in English Teaching on Student Listening Skills at MTs N 2 Kota Jambi. The data were collected, the researcher used t-test analy...
	The tired previous related study was conducted by M WISRA SAPUTRA (2017) the entitled is Improving Students’ Listening Comprehension Using Cloze Dictation Technique (A Pre-Experimental Research at the Tenth Grade of SMA Nurkarya Tidung. The findings s...

	METHOD
	Discussion
	In this study, the researcher discusses the data analysis of the data taken from both the experimental class and control class. After analyzing and calculated the data, the researcher also makes conclusions from the data. In the research process, the ...
	CONCLUSION

	05 A SOCIOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF STUDENT LANGUAGE VARIATION IN ISLAMIC BOARDING SCHOOL AL- BAROKAH - Ma_rifatul Halimatus Sa_diyah
	06 edited_ Mayhusna Ino Tantyasa
	CONNOTATIVE MEANING FOUND IN SELECTED BEN PEDARY’S POEM AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO POETRY TEACHING
	INTRODUCTION
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	Findings
	DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION

	07 Edited- Herwin Tri Ananda
	08 edited Unmul Siti Patiman Dr Yuni
	1. Bald on Record Impoliteness

	09 edited - Rahel Eirene
	PRACTICING FORM POETRY: A CONTENTED WAY TO LEARN ENGLISH
	INTRODUCTION
	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSIONS

	10 revised Maharani+Basuni
	MODIFIED ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE IMPACT ON STUDENTS’ ENGLISH SPEAKING ABILITY AND CRITICAL THINKING
	INTRODUCTION
	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION

	11 THE CORRELATION BETWEEN ENGLISH ACADEMIC SELF-CONCEPT - YUNI SINTHIYAH
	12 Edited IAIN Po_Viviana Dhinuk
	13 edited - Mustika
	14 The Analysis of Cinycism on Instagram Comment-Harum NR - Harum NR
	15 edited - Nur Ngarifatul Jannah
	AN ANALYSIS OF IDIOLECT ANIME'S CHARACTERS IN ONE PIECE
	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES

	16 The Role Of The Surabaya Javanese Dialect (Suroboyoan Dialect)- Luthfiatul Azizah N.A
	17 An Analysis of Language Variations Used of Society In The Mojopurno Village - Regika Nur Wardani
	Regika Nur Wardani
	INTRODUCTION
	METHOD
	This stage is a data analysis carried out after the language data has been collected. The data generated from the technique of listening, engaging, proficient, tapping, and taking notes, then analyzed using the method of language variation in terms of...
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES

	18 Analysis of Sexism in The Lyrics of “Bojoku Galak” Via Valen - Siti Risalatul Mu_awanah
	Siti Risalatul Mu’awanah1, Desi Puspitasari2
	ABSTRACT

	METHOD
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

	19 Language and Communication with Registers by Pharmacist - SITI ANNISAURROHMAH
	20 The Analysis of Sociolinguistic Aspects of Code Mixing in “Susah Sinyal” Movie - Ulin MuallamatusSholihah
	21 THE VOICE OF AMERICA (VOA) YOUTUBE VIDEOS IN TEACHING GRAMMAR IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - KHOLIFAH NUR KHASANAH
	22 SALMA DYAH
	23 Analysis of Variety of Teenagers Slang in Bilis-Bilis Village - Sunarti
	24 Javanese Language Politeness Among Students in Socializing... - Purwitasari
	25 ANALYSIS OF LANGUAGE VARIATIONS IN TPQ Al-IMAN - Riska
	26 SOCIOLINGUISTIC STUDY OF USE LANGUAGE IN YOWIS BEN FILM-  Y. Adi Prasetyo
	27 Javanese Language Varieties among Farmers in Rural Areas - Nisfatun Mufitdah
	28 Language Variation Interbreeding (Madura – Javanese) - Nafidatul Vindi Riswanto 204180158
	29 A STUDY OF THE USE OF DIGLOSSIA IN ROSSA CHARACTER DIALOGUE IN IKATAN CINTA SERIES - Nanda Erlina
	30 Code Mixing Use in Bianca Kartika’s YouTube Channel Video - Riza Fadhilah Ratna Dilla
	31 ZUHRI_THE INFLUENCE OF APPERCEPTION TOWARDS VOCABULARY OF INDONESIAN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

